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The WOD is the largest FAIR and quality controlled 
global oceanographic profile database (1770-present) 
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Context: We are all connected by one ocean with finite resources and that is subjected to 
significant man-made climate impacts that have no geopolitical boundaries.  

Data are required to implement a climate response or mitigation strategy for a sustainable ocean. 
Most of the data collected worldwide since the 1900s are in non-uniform formats and science 
quality. 

o The World Ocean Database (WOD) is a sustained effort for over 20 years by and for all 
countries to facilitate global ocean data sharing, aggregation, and access (FAIR). IODE have 
played a fundamental role from the beginning.

o The WOD is a reliable analysis-ready data tool for oceanographic, climatic, model, and 
environmental studies. We invite you to participate in helping evolve the WOD!

o The WOD and World Ocean Atlas 2023 versions are planned to be released soon. 
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The WOD, a tool by and for all 
countries with equity
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